
Common woodland bryophytes: Forest Row natural history group 

 

On banks 

Atrichum undulatum 

Stems to 3cm, setae to 2cm, with 4mm 
capsule + long beaked lid. Leaves to 1cm, 
undulate with central ridge of tissue and 
toothed edges. Crisped when dry. 

 

 

Dicranella heteromalla 

Leaves 3mm long, a bit curved and very 
narrow. Not very different when dry. 
Capsules common 

 

 

 

Mnium hornum 

One of the commonest mosses. 2-4cm tall. 
Leaves 4mm with toothed border. Capsules 
frequent, borne well above stem 
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Polytrichastrum formosum 

Stems no more than about 10cm. Leaves 
pointed and toothed. Read-brown setae 
6cm, with capsule 5mm (polygonal cross 
section) with toothed rim. Leaf sheaths 
square(ish) 

 

 

Pseudotaxiphyllum elegans 

Stems 1.2cm, slightly branched, with leaves 
borne in a flat plane, 1mm long tapering to a 
point which often curves slightly. No nerve. 
Setae 1cm long brown/red 

 

 

On the ground 

Fissidens taxifolius 

Stems 1.2 cm, with leaves in a flat plane. 

Leaves 2 mm long, pointed, with strong 
nerve along entire length, ending with short 
point. No obvious border. 
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Kindbergia praelonga 

Feathery, regularly bramched, pinnate, 1-
3cm long. Stem leaves bigger with wider 
base than narrow branch leaves 

 

 

 

Thuidium tamariscinum 

Tri-pinnate 

 

 

 

 

Epiphytes 

Brachythecium rutabulum 

Loose, fluffy patches, Ovate leaves, nerved 
to half way, with a lightly-drawn point, and a 
bit pleated. Curved egg-shaped capsules 
frequent, with rough setae 
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Bryum capillare 

Corkscrew-curled when dry. Leaves 2-5mm. 
Excurrent nerve ending as pale green hair 

 

 

 

 

Frullania dilatata 

Branched leafy liverwort, shoots to 1.5mm 
wide. Often purply-brown 

 

 

 

 

Hypnum andoi 

Stems lightly branched, 2.5cm, leaves no 
more than 1mm long, pointy and fairly 
strongly curved. Capsules borne on setae 
>1cm long, capsules with small end point 
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Hypnum cupressiforme 

Very similar to H. andoi, but leaves not quite 
so tightly curled, and longer tip to the 
capsules 

 

 

 

Isothecium myosuroides 

Stems up to 4cm long, branched and bushy. 
Leaves 1mm, nerved, tapering to a point 

 

 

 

 

 

Metzgeria furcata 

Forked liverwort with a midrib 
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Orthotrichum affine 

Bristly leaves, with capsules no short setae 
not borne above the leaves 

 

 

 

 

Radula complanata 

Liverwort with bi-lobed leaves, the smaller 
lobe hidden beneath the larger. No 
underleaves or lobules 

 

 

 

 

Rhizomnium punctatum 

Stems 1cm and longer. Leaves ovate, 5mm, 
nerved, though the nerve does not extend to 
the tip of the leaf. A bit crinkly 
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Wet wood 

Plagiomnium undulatum 

Stems 3-4cm like a small tree, leaves 5mm 
long and wavy 

 

 

 

By streams 

Conocephalum conicum 

Wide thallose liverwort with clear hexagonal 
lines and pores in centre 

 

 

 

 

Pellia epiphylla 

Fairly featureless liverwort, sometimes with 
purplish tinges 
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